
RM-10805

I urge the commission to reject RM-10805.

Trained radio operators, ones skilled in Morse code, form the Basis and Purpose
of the Amateur Radio Service (ARS). Allowing voice privileges below 30 MHz
without demonstrating a basic proficiency in Morse code will leave little
motivation for licensees to improve their skills. Further, the Basis and Purpose
of the ARS (97.1), emphasizes providing emergency communications. CW (Morse
code) is the simplest form of radio communications. CW has a 13 dB advantage
over single-sideband (SSB) telephony. In other words, a SSB station would
require twenty times the output power to equal a CW signal. Under emergency
conditions, simple is better. A CW transmitter has less power consumption than
an equivalent voice transmitter. This is particularly beneficial when operating
off of commercial mains on battery or emergency backup generator.

Morse code is unlike any other mode. It is the only digital mode that can be
sent by hand and decoded by human brain. Requiring Morse code proficiency for
licensing below 30 MHz will ensure the Commission that the Basis and Purpose of
the Amateur Radio Service is being met.


